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Is gun violence a serious problem in the United States of America? Yes, definitely.  
 
Gun violence is a very serious public health problem in the United States.  
 
The US gun violence problem typically receives the greatest public attention following high 
profile mass shootings such as the December 14, 2012 massacre at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, in which 20 children and six adults were 
killed or the Pulse nightclub mass shooting in Orlando, Florida, on June 12, 2016, in which 
49 people were killed and 53 wounded. As tragic as such mass shootings are, they are 
only the tip of a much larger epidemic of firearm-related deaths and injuries in our country. 
On an average day in the United States, more than 90 U.S. civilians, including five youth 
age 18 or under, are killed by guns.1 It’s estimated that there are at least two to three 
times this many non-fatal gunshot wounds every day in our country.2,  3   
 
Rates of firearm related deaths in the United States rank high in comparison with other 
serious public health problems. Every year, more than 30,000 people are killed by guns in 
our country. By comparison, there were approximately 3,000 deaths due to polio in the 
entire United States at the height of the polio epidemic in 1952. The current rate of 
firearm-related deaths in the U.S. is more than double the rate of deaths due to 
AIDS.Error! Bookmark not defined. By 1991, the annual number of firearms related 
deaths exceeded the number of deaths due to motor vehicle accidents in seven states.4 
Overall, gunshot wounds are the 4th leading cause of years of preventable loss of life 
below age 65 in our country.5 Firearms related deaths and injuries are also rampant in 
adolescents and young adults.6, , , ,  7 8 9 10 Gunshot wounds are the second leading cause of 
death for children ages 10-19 in the United States, with only motor vehicle accidents 
taking a higher toll.11

 
It’s estimated that the annual cost of medical treatment of gunshot victims in the United 
States is $2.3-4 billion.12,13 The overall cost to society of firearm-related injuries in the 
United States has been estimated to be over $100 billion annually.14
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