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Mr. Chairman, Treasurer Chiang, and Members of the Board: 
 
I’m Dr. Bill Durston. I’m a combat veteran of the Vietnam War, a former expert marksman 
in the U.S. Marines, and a retired emergency physician. I’m here today in my position as 
the president of Americans Against Gun Violence and the vice president of the 
Sacramento Chapter of Physicians for Social Responsibility to speak on behalf of both of 
these organizations in support of Treasurer Chiang’s recommendation that the California 
State Teacher’s Retirement System divest completely from any involvement in the 
manufacture, sale, or distribution of firearms or firearm paraphernalia that are illegal in 
California. To do so would be an important symbolic gesture. 
 
At the same time, it must be acknowledged that such divestment, while it would be an 
important gesture, would be unlikely to have any measurable effect in preventing future 
mass shootings such as the one that occurred in Las Vegas exactly one month ago, or in 
reducing the daily toll of gun violence, which claims 99 lives on an average day in our 
country. 
 
If we are to reduce the rate of gun related deaths and injuries in our state and in our 
country to levels comparable to those in the other high income democratic countries of the 
world – countries in which mass shootings are rare or non-existent and in which overall 
rates of gun deaths are, on average, one tenth the rate in the United States – we must 
heed the words of the senator from Connecticut who said: 
 

“Pious condolences will no longer suffice….Quarter measures and half measures 
will no longer suffice….The time has now come that we must enact stringent gun 
control legislation comparable to the legislation in force in virtually every civilized 
country in the world.”1

 
The trouble is, this statement was made almost 50 years ago, by the late Senator Thomas 
Dodd, following the assassinations of Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. and Senator Robert 
F. Kennedy in 1968. Since 1968, we have not adopted the kind of stringent gun control 
legislation that Senator Dodd called for, and as a result, since 1968, more U.S. civilians 
have died of gunshot wounds than all the U.S. soldiers killed in all the wars in which the 
United States has ever been involved.2  
 
In order to significantly reduce rates of firearm related deaths and injuries in our country, 
we must adopt stringent regulation, if not complete bans, on civilian ownership of 
handguns, which account for approximately 80% of all firearm related deaths in our 
country,3 and which have no net protective value.4 And of course, we should ban all 



automatic and semi-automatic rifles, which are specifically designed to kill and maim large 
numbers of people in a short period of time. In order to stringently regulate handguns, we 
must overturn the radical 2008 Heller decision5 in which a narrow 5-4 majority of the 
Supreme Court reversed over 200 years of legal precedent in ruling for the first time in 
U.S. history that the Second Amendment confers any kind of individual right to own a gun6 
– an interpretation that the late Supreme Court Chief Justice Warren Burger called “one of 
the greatest pieces of fraud on the American people” that he had seen in his lifetime.7

 
Some people claim that we’ll never be able to stop the epidemic of gun violence that 
afflicts our state and our country. We’re confident that some day we will. The only question 
is, how many more innocent people will be killed and wounded by guns before that day 
arrives. We hope that you’ll help us make that day come sooner rather than later by going 
beyond divesting in the gun industry and by joining us in working toward the adoption of 
definitive gun control laws comparable to the laws that have long been effect in every 
other high income democratic country of the world. 
 
Thankyou. 
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