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Americans Against Gun Violence Responds to Santa Fe  
High School Mass Shooting 

 
Sacramento, California, May 21, 2018: Americans Against Gun Violence extends 
heartfelt sympathy to the families, friends, classmates, and colleagues of the eight 
students and two teachers who were mortally wounded during the mass shooting on May 
18, 2018, at Santa Fe High School in Santa Fe, Texas. We also extend our sincere wishes 
for a prompt and complete recovery to all the other victims of the shooting.  
 
The regular occurrence of mass shootings, including shootings on school campuses, is 
eminently preventable. The United States is the only high income democratic country in 
the world in which such mass shootings occur on a regular basis.1 The overall gun 
homicide rate in the United States is 25 times higher than the average rate in 
other high income democratic countries.2 The gun homicide rate for U.S. high 
school aged youth is 82 times higher.3 The reasons for the extraordinarily high 
rate of gun violence in the United States are not higher rates of mental illness or 
substance abuse,4 not a higher level of socioeconomic disparity,5 and not a more 
violent society in general.6 The reasons for our extraordinarily high rate of gun 
violence are our extraordinarily lax gun control laws as compared with all other 
high income democratic countries, the associated extraordinarily high number of 
guns in circulation in our country,7 and what the late Senator Thomas Dodd of 
Connecticut referred to 50 years ago in a speech on the floor of the U.S. Senate 
as “the ridiculous ease” with which almost anyone in our country can acquire 
almost any kind of a gun.8 
 
Other high income democratic countries have reacted swiftly and definitively to 
mass shootings. Following a mass shooting in the resort town of Port Arthur in 
1996 committed with assault rifles, the Australian government took just 13 days to 
decide to ban civilian ownership not only of all automatic and semi-automatic 
rifles, but also of all pump-action shotguns of the type used in the Santa Fe mass 
shooting.9 The legislation also included strict regulations concerning storage of 
guns, which would have prevented the Santa Fe mass shooting. There have been 
no further mass shootings in Australia since 1966. Following a mass shooting at 
the Dunblane Elementary School in Scotland committed with handguns in 1996, 
Great Britain, which already had stringent regulations on civilian ownership of 
handguns, passed legislation within two years to ban handguns completely.10 A 
handgun was also used in the Santa Fe mass shooting. The rate of gun related 
deaths in Great Britain is on fiftieth the rate in the United States,11 and there have 
been no further mass shootings in Britain involving handguns since the handgun 
ban was enacted.12 Despite scores of horrific mass shootings on U.S. school 
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campuses over the past half century, the U.S. federal government has failed to 
take any definitive action to prevent these massacres from recurring on a regular 
basis.     
 
In the same speech on June 11, 1968, in which he referred to the “ridiculous 
ease” of acquiring guns in our country, Senator Dodd stated: 
 

Pious condolences will no longer suffice….Quarter measures and half 
measures will no longer suffice….The time has now come that we must 
adopt stringent gun control legislation comparable to the legislation in force 
in virtually every civilized country in the world.13 
 

When the next horrific mass shooting occurs in our country, we shouldn’t ask 
ourselves why these tragedies keep occurring. Rather, we should ask ourselves 
why we choose not to prevent them. 
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