
  
 

 
 
 

 

Press Release 
 

Americans Against Gun Violence Responds to Shootings in 
Poway and Baltimore This Past Weekend 

 
Sacramento California, April 29, 2019: Americans Against Gun Violence 
extends heartfelt sympathy to the friends, family, and fellow worshippers of 
the victim who was killed in a shooting at a synagogue in Poway, 
California, on Saturday, April 27; and to the friends, family, and fellow 
community members of the victim who was killed in a shooting at a 
neighborhood cookout in Baltimore, Maryland, on Sunday, April 28. We 
also extend our sympathy and wishes for a prompt recovery to the other 
victims who suffered non-fatal injuries in these attacks. 
 
There is no uniform definition of a mass shooting in the United States.1 The 
FBI defines a mass shooting as one in which at least four people, not 
including the shooter, are killed.2 The website, Gun Violence Archive, by 
contrast, defines a mass shooting as one in which four or more people, not 
including the shooter, are wounded but not necessarily killed.3 Using the 
Gun Violence Archive definition, both the Poway synagogue shooting, in 
which one person was killed and three others were wounded,4 and the 
Baltimore neighborhood cookout shooting, in which one person was killed 
and at least seven others were wounded,5 qualify as mass shootings. 
According to the FBI definition, on the other hand, neither attack was a 
mass shooting. Using the Gun Violence Archive definition of a mass 
shooting, on average there is almost one mass shooting a day in the 
United States.6 Using the FBI definition, there are about four mass 
shootings a year.7 Regardless of the definition of a mass shooting, on an 
average day in the United States, more than 100 people are killed with 
guns,8 and two to three times this many people are wounded.9 
 
The shootings in Poway and Baltimore demonstrate contrasting aspects of 
the gun violence epidemic in the United States. The Poway city website 
boasts of the city having the lowest crime rate of any city in San Diego 
County and one of the lowest crime rates in all of California.10 The Poway 
synagogue shooting was clearly a hate crime.11 The gunman, a white 
supremacist who was arrested without incident shortly after the shooting, 
shouted anti-Semitic rhetoric during the attack. He had also posted both 
anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim rhetoric on social media prior to committing 
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the crime. It’s reported that he committed the shooting with an AR-15 style 
rifle which “miraculously jammed,” probably preventing the shooter from 
killing and wounding many more people.12  
 
In contrast, Baltimore has one of the highest crime rates, including the 
highest homicide rate, of any city in the United States.13 The motive in the 
neighborhood cookout shooting, which was reportedly committed by an 
unidentified  “black man,” is unknown.14 The weapon used by the shooter 
is also unknown, but given the reports of many shots being fired in rapid 
sequence, it was almost certainly a semi-automatic handgun or rifle. The 
attacker may have fled when someone participating in the cookout began 
shooting back.15 A 25 year old man had been shot and killed in the same 
block one month earlier, and participants in the cookout reported that the 
sound of gunshots was commonplace in the neighborhood.16  
 
The Poway synagogue shooting received considerable attention in the 
news media, with the emphasis being on the hate crime aspect of the 
shooting and the resilience of the Jewish community in Poway. The 
Baltimore shooting received far less attention outside of the Baltimore area. 
The media attention that the Baltimore shooting did receive focused on the 
culture of violence within the low income community of color in which the 
shooting occurred and the distrust that the community has for law 
enforcement officers.   
 
The common factor in both the Poway and Baltimore shootings, as well as 
the common factor in the more than 200 other gun related deaths and two 
to three times that many gun related injuries that occurred in the United 
States this past weekend - if it was just an “average” weekend in the USA – 
is that all these deaths and injuries were committed with guns. The other 
common factor in the aftermath of Poway and Baltimore shootings is that 
the issue of gun control as a means of preventing such shootings was 
hardly mentioned.  
 
Other countries deal with hate crimes; racial, ethnic, and religious 
intolerance; mental illness; poverty; socio-economic disparity; social 
injustice; and cultures of violence. But the United States in not an 
extraordinary outlier in any of these areas. In fact, the rate of violent 
assault by any means in the United States is lower than the average for the 
other high income democratic countries of the world.17 Where the United 
States is an extreme outlier, though, is in the rate of homicide, which is 
seven times higher in the United States than the average for the other high 
income democratic countries of the world, driven by a gun homicide rate 
that is 25 times higher,18 and driven in turn by the extremely lax gun control 
laws in the United States as compared with all other high income 
democratic countries19 and the related extraordinarily high number of guns 
in circulation and ease with which almost anyone can obtain a firearm.20 
 



It is appropriate to address the root causes of hate crimes and other forms 
of violence, as New Zealand has done following the mass shootings at two 
mosques in Christchurch on March 15, 2019, in which 50 people were 
killed and 50 more wounded.21 But it is both inappropriate and inexcusable 
to fail to address the final common pathway by which all mass shootings 
and other forms of gun violence are committed – with guns.  
 
It took New Zealand parliament just over two weeks to adopt a complete 
ban on assault rifles by a vote of 119-1 following the Christchurch mass 
shootings.22 It took the Australian government just 12 days to agree to ban 
all semi-automatic rifles following a mass shooting in that country in 1996.23 
It took the United Kingdom a little longer – two years – to decide to ban all 
handguns after a mass shooting in an elementary school in Dunblane 
Scotland in 1996.24 Despite innumerable horrific mass shootings over the 
past five decades, the United States has failed to enact gun control 
regulations that come even close to being as stringent or effective as the 
laws in all other high income democratic countries. 
 
It is the position of Americans Against Gun Violence that the United States 
should adopt a complete ban on civilian ownership of all handguns and all 
automatic and semi-automatic rifles. In order to ban handguns, we must 
first overturn the rogue 2008 Heller decision25 in which a narrow 5-4 
majority of the Supreme Court reversed over two centuries of legal 
precedent, including four prior Supreme Court decisions,26 in ruling that the 
Second Amendment conferred an individual right to keep a handgun in the 
home. Until we adopt stringent gun control regulations comparable to those 
in other high income democratic countries, we should not ask ourselves 
why our country continues to suffer from an epidemic of gun violence, but 
rather why we fail to take the obvious steps necessary to stop this 
epidemic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



References 
 
                                                
1 Chris Nichols, “How Is a ‘Mass Shooting’ Defined?,” PolitiFact California, October 4, 2017, 
https://www.politifact.com/california/article/2017/oct/04/mass-shooting-what-does-it-mean/. 
2 William J. Krouse and Daniel J. Richardson, “Mass Murder with Firearms: Incidents and Victims, 1999-
2013” (Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress, 2015). 
3 “Mass Shootings,” Gun Violence Archive, 2018, http://www.shootingtracker.com/. 
4 Jill Cowan, “What to Know About the Poway Synagogue Shooting,” The New York Times, April 29, 2019, 
sec. U.S., https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/29/us/synagogue-shooting.html. 
5 Sarah Meehan, “West Baltimore Neighbors Lament Shooting at Cookout That Killed One, Injured Seven,” 
baltimoresun.com, accessed April 29, 2019, https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/crime/bs-md-
ci-cookout-shooting-follow-20190429-story.html. 
6 “Mass Shootings.” 
7 Krouse and Richardson, “Mass Murder with Firearms.” 
8 “Fatal Injury Data | WISQARS | Injury Center | CDC,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, accessed 
September 11, 2016, http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/fatal.html. 
9 “NonFatal Data | WISQARS | Injury Center | CDC,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, accessed 
September 11, 2016, https://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/nonfatal.html. 
10 “Community Profile | Poway, CA - Official Website,” City of Poway, California, April 29, 2019, 
https://poway.org/576/Community-Profile. 
11 Amy Taxin and Christopher Weber, “Rabbi Says Gun ‘miraculously Jammed’ in California Attack,” AP 
NEWS, April 29, 2019, https://apnews.com/14d2196c6d584b1287bc862a0e53c00a. 
12 Taxin and Weber. 
13 Luke Duncan and Ian Broadwater, “‘Neighborhoods Are Crying out’: Baltimore Has Highest Homicide Rate 
of U.S. Big Cities,” baltimoresun.com, September 25, 2018, 
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/crime/bs-md-ci-fbi-data-20180924-story.html. 
14 Meehan, “West Baltimore Neighbors Lament Shooting at Cookout That Killed One, Injured Seven.” 
15 David McFadden, “No Arrests Day after Chaotic Shooting Attack in Baltimore,” Washington Post, April 29, 
2019, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/police-7-shot-1-fatally-in-latest-baltimore-
violence/2019/04/28/0426ab74-6a15-11e9-bbe7-1c798fb80536_story.html. 
16 Meehan, “West Baltimore Neighbors Lament Shooting at Cookout That Killed One, Injured Seven.” 
17 “Assault Rate in OECD Countries: 2013 or Latest Year Available, % of Adults Assaulted in the Past 12 
Months,” OECD, accessed September 18, 2016, https://figure.nz/chart/yd9BelUz6xKnvNpW. 
18 Erin Grinshteyn and David Hemenway, “Violent Death Rates: The US Compared with Other High-Income 
OECD Countries, 2010,” The American Journal of Medicine 129, no. 3 (March 1, 2016): 266–73, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amjmed.2015.10.025. 
19 “Gun Law and Policy: Firearms and Armed Violence, Country by Country,” GunPolicy.org, accessed 
December 3, 2017, http://www.gunpolicy.org/. 
20 Max Fisher and Josh Keller, “What Explains U.S. Mass Shootings? International Comparisons Suggest an 
Answer,” The New York Times, November 7, 2017, sec. Americas, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/07/world/americas/mass-shootings-us-international.html. 
21 The New York Times, “New Zealand Shooting Live Updates: Attack on Christchurch Mosques Leaves 49 
Dead,” The New York Times, March 15, 2019, sec. World, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/15/world/asia/new-zealand-shooting.html. 
22 Josh Hafner, “Gun Control Bill in New Zealand Passes in Early Vote Following Attacks,” USA Today, April 2, 
2019, https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2019/04/02/gun-control-bill-new-zealand-vote-
parliament-mosque-attacks/3341240002/. 
23 Rebecca Peters, “Rational Firearm Regulation: Evidence-Based Gun Laws in Australia,” in Reducing Gun 
Violence in America: Informing Policy with Evidence and Analysis (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 2013), 195–204; Philip Alpers, “The Big Melt: How One Democracy Changed after Scrapping a Third of 
Its Firearms,” in Reducing Gun Violence in America: Informing Policy with Evidence and Analysis (Baltimore: 
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2013), 205–11. 



                                                                                                                                               
24 Michael J. North, “Gun Control in Great Britain after the Dunblane Shootings,” in Reducing Gun Violence 
in America: Informing Policy with Evidence and Analysis (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 
2013), 185–93. 
25 District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 US (Supreme Court 2008). 
26 United States v. Cruikshank, 92 US (Supreme Court 1876); Presser v. Illinois, 116 US (Supreme Court 
1886); U.S. v. Miller, 307 U.S. 174 (1939) (n.d.); Lewis v. United States, No. 55 (U.S. 1980). 


